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Substance use and medication adherence

Substance use and its effect on HIV medications and
the medications’ effect on substance use
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Decision making

Studies show that stimulant use in particular, rather
than drug use in general, was associated with poorer

medication adherence.



» Altered states of perception and feeling

Increased body temperature, increase in heart rate and blood
pressure

» LSD is not thought to affect the immune system and no
specific interactions with HIV drugs have been reported
“Tripping” on acid effects adherence

» Protease Inhibitors and Non-nucleoside Reverse
Transcriptase Inhibitors
Can cause build-up of LSD
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* NNRTIs

Potential to significantly increase Viagra, Cialis, and Levitra
concentrations - Side effects!!!

Viagra (25 mg every 48 hours)
Cialis (10 mg every 72 hours)
Levitra (2.5 mg every 72 hours)

» Protease inhibitors

Same as NNRTIs

For example, Norvir (ritonavir) increases the effectiveness of
Viagra by 1000%, Cialis by 124%, and Levitra by 49-fold and the
half life by 5 to 6 fold
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